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BEZOLD S BABYLONISCH-ASSYRISCHE LITERATUR.* 



By the publication of this book Bezold has placed all Assyriologists under 
great obligations to him. It contains useful and necessary information for 
beginners in this department as well as for advanced students and authorities. 
The former can find in it a short history of the discoveries, a list of all the im- 
portant historical texts together with a complete bibliography of the literature 
connected with these texts. Its chief value to the latter lies in the index to the 
British Museum and other tablets, and in the bibliography. 

The nature of the book is such that an idea of the great amount of labor 
expended in its preparation and -of the value to all Assyrian students of the 
topics treated can only be obtained from a list of contents. After an introduc- 
tion and a Chronological Excurs, under the Historical Inscriptions, in U 12- 
82, are taken up those of the Kings, viz.: 1. The inscriptions of the old Babylo- 
nian kings. 2. Those of the old Assyrian kings up to the beginning of the Epo- 
nym canon. 3. Those of the Assyrian kings from Asurnasirpal to Asurbanipal. 4. 
Those of the Babylonian kings from Ramanapiliddina up to the end of the New- 
Babylonian kingdom ; the Achsemenian and Seleucidean inscriptions. Under C, 
in ?? 83-95, we have the contract tablets, letters, etc. II. Non-Historical 
Inscriptions. A. The poetical literature. 1. Epies; legends; fables. 2. Peni- 
tential psalms and hymns ; prayers and songs. 3. Magical formulas, etc. B. 
The scientific literature. 1. Grammatical and lexicographical collections. 2. 
Geographical lists. 3. Mathematical, astronomical, astrological and mytho- 
logical inscriptions. 4. Bemains of medical and " literary " works. By far 
the most interesting to advanced students are the separate lists of the tablets 
in the Kujundschick, George Smith and Rassam collections. Each one of these 
tablets is described as fully as was possible at the time of publication. 

The author has given us a book, the intrinsic value, completeness, typograph- 
ical appearance, etc., of which recommend it to all Assyrian students. 

Robert F. Harper. 



DERENBOURG'S "LA SCIENCE DES RELIGIONS ET L'ISLAMISME."t 



A most gratifying testimony to the importance which the young science of 
religion has assumed is furnished by the recent establishment at Paris, already so 
rich in its provisions for higher studies in all departments of research, of a special 



* Kurzgefasster TJeberblick uber die babylonish-assyrische Literatur nebst einem chrono- 
logischen Excurs, zwei Registern und einem Index .zu 1700 Thontafeln des Britisch-Museums, 
herausgegeben von Carl Bezold. Leipzig: Otto Schulz, 1886. 8vo, pp. 394, price, M.12. 

+ La Science des Religions et i/Islamisme. Par Hartwig Derenbourg. Paris: Leroux. 
1886. pp.95, fr.2.50 



